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The following is contributed to our special feature column by Dr. Wilson: 


At the moment of writing this we ere pessing through the Christmas 
Holideys. Our p-tients heave hed « very heppy time with meny events to commemo-= 
rate the seison, “hile we zre colebr«ting Christres in comfort, ,our hearts go out 
to the men ivwho are serving our country throughout the world in the midst of herd= 
ship and danger. ‘fe trelcome the better turn of the war and hope that it will not 
be too long before you can coff your uniforms. ‘le are full of gratitude for your 
efforts and of pride in your achievements, 
Od, 

My personal message concerns the recent meeting of the Robert Jones Ortho 
paedic Club in Ann Arbor, Ilichigan. This little club was started in 1921 and we 
have @ group of approximately tventy members from different parts of the country, 
all more or less of the sane ace erd warm friends. ‘Je have been meeting once or 
tyice aywear during all this time cs the guests of different members et their 
clinics end the meetings have alwys been memorable both from the standpoint of 
clinical interest in the nev things that ve have been shovm and from the opportunity 
of renewing old friendships. Such a club offers much to its members and I hope 
that some of our former residents till form similar groups and have as much interest 
end benefit from the meetings of tleir clubs as I have had from mine. 


Our meeting at Ann 4rbor wes full of intorest with a clinical session at 
the University Hospitel all day on Friday and one-half dey session on Saturday 
morninge Papers were presented by Dr. Carl Badgley.and the members of his st<-ff 
end by various members of the surgical staff including Fred Coller, Professor of 
Sursery and Chief of the Sursicel Service, Reed Nesbit and John Alexander. On 
Saturday afternoon we vere taken to visit the Willow Run Bomber Plant. This was 
@ highlight of our trip to Ann Arbor, The buildings covering a large ecmount of 
ground sre served by a whole netvork of rods end réeilwey brenches that have been 
newly built. This is impressive ‘en one realizes that two years aco all of this 
land was pastures, The plant was built by the govérnment and is under the direction 
and management of the Ford Company. On proceeding inside, we were met by a little 
train with three.cars holding four people each with loud’ spezkers at our elbows so 
thet the guide could speak to all of us and be hecrd. ‘fe made 4 tour of the entire 
plant end then went dow the asserbdlv line and witnessed the growth of these giant 
four engine bombers, so to speak from the embryo, I wes impressed by the size of 
the plant and next by the mrvelous trorking conditions that have been provided. 

The building is just about one mile long and many thousands of people were being 
employed, yet. the place was as net and clean es if it were ones own house. The 
lighting wes wonderful yet withous glare or shadow ana I think it would have been 
sufficient for performing a Burgicel operation in any pert of the plant. The 
e.tmosphere ‘wes air conditioned end just the rivht temperature for comfort. Another 
thing that impressed me was the frict thet no one scemed to be in a-hurry, vet the 
time of all of the various operations is constently being reduced. For example, 
ve were Bhown one huge machine thit performed seven different operations which 
formerly required the l:bor of seven men for seven days to complete. The machine 
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now does all this work in one hour with tvo men watching it. The assembly line 
begins with the front and rear sections of the fuselage which are on tro different 
lines. They move forward at definite time periods. Finally when the trork on them 
has been completed, a giant crane picks up the tro sections, moves them on to 
another assembly line where they are joined znd the wing section installed. At 
hat point one can see for the first tine that it is an aeroplane that is being 
built. From here it progresses at regular intervals dowm the line and at each 
strtion new equipment and fittings cre added. At one stztion one suddenly notes 
thet the engines are in plece and yet. one hardly ves avare of how or then they 
wore addede Akt the last station the plene rolls off the line on its own wheels 
and is pushed towerd a brick partition which contains many doors. Suddenly these 
doors go up.and the plane is pushed inside. One hour later it emerges on the 
opnosite side completely painted and in camouflage. Then begins the series of 
government inspections. Finelly the plane ends in a hanger where it is gassed up 
and it then rolls out on the surface of the flying field where the test pilots 
take it over and put it through actual flying tests. It is a marvelous feat of 
humen ingenuity to work out such © complicated organization as this and seeing it 
makes one proud of the human race. To know that this is only one of hundreds of 
similar plants, mikes one reelize the vastness of our countries* war effort. 
Thousands of women @re employed at this plant and are performing some of the most 
- complicated operstions, They cequire a skill with certein tools which is said to 
be superior to that of men. All of, the ejant electric cranes loceted high in the 
roof vere operated by women and the delicacy of their control of the huge forces 
at their disposel arouses the highest admiration, 


I visited also the hospitcl ‘which is complete in every respect and so 
far as equipment is concerned, far surpasses anything I have ever seen in @ civilian 
hospitele . 


‘tith such production facilities behind you, you men and women from the 
@. & 0. my be sure thet stant fortes are being woduced end mobilized to over~ 
whelmingly crush our enemies and wring you home in the shortest possible time. I 
take etyaieve af Delis opporunt#y Yo B@en@ Fo Seery Gre of you my Best wishes fer 


& Feppy Nev Year and the hope that it may bring substential progress toverd peaces 


Philip D. Wilson 
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Now ‘more can be told about the Christrms greeting which was sent, out to 
hose in the Armed Forces wio left dircctly from our steff. It was e nicely 
colored drawing of the Hospital with Sante Claus and his reindeer flying over 
having already stopped on his way. Four mimeocranhed pages of the signatures of 
those here at the hospital were attached. Miss Hazel Evans gave this very happy. 
idee. to the Editore Mrs. Olive Fischer executed the drawing and the following 
helped with the hand painting of the greeting: Misses Guariglia, Viola, Frank and 
Mrs. Berrett, Drs. Ralph Roven, Vincent Turco, Jose Machado, and Heinrique de Goes. 
The supervising of the signaturing was done by Mrs. Brehm end Miss Astorg@a, secre= 
teries to the Editor. The mimeogrephing was done by hene flesséndrini, We all 
derived a great deal of pleasure in gettin; this Christmas greeting out to you. 

The hospitel was cs festive <s ever at Christmas. Mr. Henry L, Finch, 
Secretary of the Boards, donated the usual Christmas Tree in front of the hospital 
“hich wes lighted this year, thenks to the easing of dimout restrictions. The 
nurses seem to have vied vith one cnother in m-kin;: the hospitel werds more 


- 


machen 
pecutiful then ever. The usual Christras perty vas held in the Lecture Hell by the 
Reta Violet Bridge Club, on Tuesday, December 23rd. Dr. Dan Eck acted as canta 
Glius end not only entertained the children but visited all the petients in the 
hospitel. His portreyal of the grand old mn wes done so well that he has. been 
selected for the R. & G« Senta Cleus Hell of Fame along with Tommy Thompson, Bob 
Bachneyer, and Frank Teague. Unfortun:tely, ard 9 was quarantined beceuse of. 
colds. but Miss Porteous; hesd nurse, ,satr to it that.her charges were well provided 
“ith entertainment and Christmas cheer. Hovever, the Lecture Hall was crowded with 
the children from the other wards and some adults. The ‘fomen's Auxiliary of the 
imerican Legion distributed dolls to the girls in the vérious yards. The Girl 
Scouts ceme to sing Christms cerols,on the evening of December 22nd. The Theater 
f{ssembly entertained the children in ‘fards 2, 9, 10 on Thursday, December 23rd. On 
the same dey, Robert tleede, baritone with the Metropoliten Opera Company, vent 
around the vards and most graciously entertained the patients with a repertiore of 
songs, and could he sing, "Old Nan River"! The annual Christmas party at the Union 
Lee.cue Club for over 100 out-patient department children was held on Friday, 
Decembor 24th, On Christmas morning, the children awoke to find their Christras 
stockings overflowing with presents from the ‘fomen's Auxiliary, Social Service 
Department of the hospital. We ere also indebted to many other individuals and 
orgenizetions who sent presents to brighten the Christmas of our little patients. 
The U. S. Coast Guerd Quartet seng in the hospitel. on Christmas mornings Everyone 
was delighted vith the usual bountiful Christmas dinner, and there was plenty of 
turkey in the hospit:1, despite the shortoges which, you my have read about in the 
De.pers.s ee , 


All the Civilian Defense Forces, which of course included our hospital, 
vere nut on a silent alert on Christmas afternoon and evening. All the doctors 
vere notified and kept themselves in readiness for any emergency opil, & lerge 
number of the personnel willingly stayed on duty for any emergency in the evening. 
The alert was finally lifted at about 9:00 P.M. 


We are very grateful to our Volunteers, Nurses’ Aides, cand Male Medical 
Aides who helped us to keep going throughout the year under these trying circum 
stances. ‘te would like to honorably mention Mrs. Jacqueline Murphy, Miss Edith 
Donnell, Messrs..Charles Maurice, t/m, Sherry, Clinton Spooner, "Wm. Carroll who 
volunteered their services to the cere of our patients on Christmas Eve; Misses 
Enne Duggan, Marie Gebig, Ina Martin, Dorothy Russell, Mrs. Jacqueline Murphy, 
‘Mrss Ann “Talker, who helped us out on Christmas Days; Misses Ethel Barrymore Colt, 
Martha Swigart, Mrs. ‘im. Coon who helped us on Christmas night; end Misses Ethel 
Barrymore Colt, Anne Duggan, NMerthe. Svwigert for their assistance on Sundey, 
December 26th. ‘fe are also very greteful;to all the members of the staff and 
personnel who in their line of duty served our patients over the holidays. . 


Miss Gleanthe Logotheton, Director of Nursing, received a kit of tools 
at Christmas time. The manpower shortege has certainly made people ingenious these 
days. Miss Logotheton has proven such a good mechanic with a nail file end letter 
opener thet the donor rightly felt that she should have a better set of tools to 
help her with her maintenance problems. 


The Editor received a very nice paperweight magnifying glass for Christms 
from his secretary to help him read the Vemil. This will cut dovn on the messenger 
service to borrow Rey Lewis' magnifying glass if Rey doesn't start borrowing the 
Editor's. ; ; 


The Editor wants to thank the mny persons who sent him Christmas greet= 


som aoa 


ings, and he particularly enjoyed the V-mail Christies cards. He had never realized 
before ‘he at He kner so neny a aga ey . 


The Poitering is ePon Nejor Ross MeCarty: "To the Steff of the Record 
and Chronicle and to my mony friends’ in the hospital a Very. Merry Xmas and.a Happy.’ 
New Year.” We'ses where Ross, after many disepnointments, has finally gotten eBior 
A.P.O. address which is: lst General Hospitel, A.PeO. 9060,° < Postmaster, Nev vg an 
NeYe ‘The Christmas greeting *e.s- dated Deconber 20th and received on the 26th. 


A yoneil Christms Greeting hes peen pubayed from Lorell Pacnaes! 
inscribed Persien Gulf Service Commnd. He writes, "Greetings to all the gong at 
Hospital for Special ie ere hone so a Christims to Ever yore. 


., Mary Rose has received ¢@ dak eye from lejor Ernie Myers who is at the 
Bushnell General Hospitel, Brighan, Uteh, asking for some informe.tion:with regard 
to ‘our method of filing X-rays. He writes, "ie keep busy here. ‘le have betieen 
400 and 500 patients on the Orthopaedic’ Cervice 21l the time, I have. the ampute~. 
tion service also, since we ere a center as “alter Reed is. This» cives us 
additionel but at the same time very interostin: bi hapesy " He edds, nut ehy all my 
Re & C. friends a i Merry Christmas end ‘a Heppy Net * Yeer for: me™., 


Dr. Burdick is goings eround the ube pala with a broad grin these days as’. 
he hopes to have three Surgical Residents by the first of the year. ‘le hope -you 
will not be disappointed, Dr. Burdick, cs you have so often.s Fora great many 
months, we have had only one Surgical Resident, Dr. Jemes P. Fleming. For the 
last month, he has been assisted by Dr. Alexander Borge who is a graduete of the 
University of Leon, eos Nicuragua « 


rats Burczess, Chief of Steff of the Northern Permanente Foundation, 
Vancouver, “ashington, hes on interesting erticle on The Treetment. of Treumetic 


Bursitis b itera Paracentesis, puslished in the November issue of,the Americen 
Journel of Surgery. 


On Jonuary ist, tre ‘relcome Dr. deGoes of Brazil to our Orthopaedic 
Resident Steff. Dr. deGoes has ‘been hélping us as a Visiting Fellow and came. to 
us under the auspices of the Institute! of International Bduestion. . 


a sailor dropped in the hospitel ebout 2 week.ago for treatment. end said 
th:t he had: been referred to us by Capt. Ted Lynn vho is somevhere,in North MTs 
He’ told us thet Ted is TOTES hard and doing e swell: job. 


“Lt. Comm. Knox Pitt oe MeO dy? Ue Ney Fleet fart ving LS; 5 a Bot isataree 
Nev York’ City, writes on his Christmas Gretting, “York irekb is = far cry from the 
days et Re & Oe, but nov’ I am out of tents and in a comfortable bus ee Will 
let you know my new address as soon as it is knovm to: me", 


Mal Styehe ditjeh sa in to sey hello on December phate He is now stationed 
at the Brooklyn Navel Hospital. 


Miss Lydia Drought has done a swell Has for the crew of PC 1206. “She has 
been collecting knives from her friends arid brought in eleven dandy knives to the 
Gditor.. Mr. Bohleber hes also doneted another knife and lirs. Richmen in the .. 
Accounting Department another. This nakes 27 knives that have been collected. for. 
60 members of the crew of PC 1206. Keep the knives still coming. berg 


_.. The New York Times of Tuesday, December 21st carried an interesting 
account, written from somewhere in England, of the work of the Columbia Presbyterian 
Unit. It dwelt especially on the work that they were doing with the returning crews 
of the Fortresses and Liberators. » It mentioned lajor Robert L. Patterson as being 
Chief Orthopaedic Surgeon. | 


Tommy Rupple, the Patrolman from the 17th Precinct who escorts our 
messenger to the bank, stopped in to tell us that Thomas Slettery, now in the army 
and a former patrolman, stopped in the station house to give the boys at the 17th 
Precinct greetings from Major Patterson, who had treated Pvt. Slattery for injuries, 


A letter has been received from Lt. Comm. F. Harold Downing who is sta= 

_ tioned et the U. S. Navel Hospital, Mare Island, Cal. He writes, “You may be in- 
terested to know that Lt. (j.g.) Signe Brunnstrom joined our staff not so long agoy 
and is in cherge of our Physical Therapy Department. You may be certain her exe 
cellent and conscientious work is being appreciated”. Comm. Downing was a member 
of the task force that lended the first troops on Guadalcanal on August 7, 1942, 
end hes spent considerable time in the Southwest Pacific. He adds, "It has been 

so long since I have been even near the Re & Cey have lost all contact with those 
that can give me the "gossip" that it is a pleasure to again feel that I ama 
member of your happy family as I do when I‘received your most welcome publication", 


Lt. John J. Dorsey finished his course in plastic surgery at P. & Se on 
December 18th and reported to Valley Forge General Hospital, Phoenixville, Pa. He 
tells us that he enjoyed this three months* course very much and got a great deal 
out’ Or tthe 


The manpower shortege has been bed enough, but to make matters worse, old 
lady La Grippe has kept meny of our personnel at home, Fortunately, this Gat fever, 
as we Suppose it is called in the Armed Forces, has not been of long durations 
(Note slipped in by the Office Staff: But it wes long enough to have the Editor 
delivering mail and parcel post, carrying cash to the bank, and doing’ some wiring 
on Christmas trees « much to the emazement of every department in the hospitely We 
alveys said he was a versatile fella', our Editor.) 


“We have just received an A.P.O. address from Mejor Donald Dial which is 
16th General Hospital, A.P.O. 9301, 8 Postmaster, New York, NeY. 


; Dr. Bill Frieder has been a patient at Mount Sinai Hospitel. We are 
glad to report that the last word we have received is that Dr. Frieder is going 
home shortly and is getting along very well. 


With ea subscription of $100. from one of our doctors, the personnel of 
this hosnital contributed $665, to the Netional Yar Fund. 


Dr. Wilson has received a letter from If jor H. Be Kirkland whose address 
now is 304th Station Hospitel, A.P.Q. 526, ys Postraster, N.Y. He writes, “I have 
been transfered here as Chief of the Medical Service, and find none other than 
Lt. Col, Larry Miscall, who was on the R. & C. steff a number of years ago, the 
Chief of Surgical Service. Although I was very well treated at the 30th General, 
it is very pleasant to have my own service at last™, 


Mrs. Esther Dermady has been chosen as Admitting Officer to take the place 
of Mrs. Duggan who has resigned and expects to take up her residency in Florida, 
We welcome Miss Jessie Wright cs Information Clerk, 


~6— 
A letter has been received from K. H. Running, SqneLdr., Senior Medical 
Officer, Now 5 Be. & G. School, RCAF., Dafoe, Sasketchean, who was Medical Resident 
here in 1939. He writes, "I enlisted in the R.C.A.M.C. attached to the Royal 
Canadien Air Force in February 1940, taking the initial course in Aviation Medicine 
ot Ottaraeccesceseee The three Medical Officers here are not only responsible for 
our Stotion Personnel, but have also emergency medical care of a large..surrounding 


civilian population." He stetes that when he was on duty in Vancouver he met Dre . 
Donald Sterr on many occasions. 


Mejor Harry C. Blair who was Resident on the Orthopaedic Service of 
Dr, Whitmen in 1923-24-25 stopped in the hospital on December 15th with the sole 
purpose of giving us a messege from Mejor Mark Williams, Major Harold Avent, and 
Major John B. Peyton, to say that they had seen copies of the Record snd Chronicle 
but were not on our mailing list. ‘le were very glad to receive their message and 
vrill see that the Record & Chronicle is mailed +o them regularly now thet we have 
their proper address, If you knov of anyone of the R. & Ce Alumni who is not receiv 
ing the Record & Chronicle, will you please let us have their names end addressese 
If you are interested in receiving your copy, vill you.also kindly be sure to in- 
form us of your change of address or your A«sP.eQ. number. Major Blair was very 
lozth to tell us anything about himself., However, from his conversation with 
verious people about the hospitcl, we have pieced together this nevs, Major Blair 
entered the service about a year ago, and within two months was sent to England, 
end from there went through the Tunisian and Sicilian campaigns. He vorked day 
and night doing only general surgery and emergency work, no orthopeedics. He was 
& surgeon on a team that had one assistant, and an anesthetist, and was supposed 
to have nurses but did not. He was usually stationed 4 or 5 miles back of the 
actuel fighting front. He was in the last war es a Lieutenant and went into this 
one es a Major. He -has been furloughed home for a rest and is darn glad to be 
home, He-also told us that Mejor Lynn Wilson is Chief of the Surgical Service of 
the llth Evacuation Hospitel somewhere in the Mediterranean theater, and that 
Majors tlilliams, Avent, and Peyton are connected with the Third Auxiliary Surgical 
Groupe 


Ye all extend to you our best wishes for the Nev Year and sincerely hope 
thet you will all be home again long before enother New Year comes around. 


> 


